The Arabic writing system

March 17, 2023

1. THE ALPHABET

Name  Trans. Isolated Final Medial Initial
alif a | L L \
ba’ b - - - =
ta’ t < e = 3
tha’ th <& e “ S
Jim J = = o= >
ha’ h = = o -
kha’ kh z = S =
dal d > L AL >
dhal dh 3 &L QL 3
ra’ > o o o
zay z — = o -
sin s o o~ — —
shin sh o U i o
sad S v . -~ -2 W
dad d P A e w2
ta’ ! b L Lo b
za’ z b b L b J
‘ayn ‘ - - = -
ghayn gh % & = £
fa’ f S i 4 3
qaf q & & < 4
ka k 4 el < Y
lam ! J . L J
mim m e -~ — -
nun n e o = S
ha’ h o a <~ .
waw W/ 9 . . 9
ya’ V1 «© - - 2

This chart uses the transcrip-
tion system of Library of
Congress. For version with
other transcription systems,
see http://andreasmhallberg,
github.io.

Gray background marks let-
ters that do not connect for-
ward. A following letter
takes the initial or isolated
form.

The baseline is marked with a
_red line on descending letter

forms.

0P P L and b are the
so called emphatic letters and
affect the quality of nearby
vowels.

Common ligatures

U— y* rm salam

o — 4 M\ al-muslim
PRI
>~ —+ £ L yahya
o5 £ 5,\E tijara
s > 2 J# mabhall
e 2L X mumill
A allah

* Non-optional

The letters 4 and (s represent
either a consonant or a long
vowel and are transcribed ac-
cordingly.
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2. OTHER LETTERS

Name Trans. Isolated Final Medial Initial
i L L T
| Il
hamza ’ 5 5 5 5
. e ~ 5
[ f f <
madda a \ L L |
ta’ marbita a/at 5 i
alif magsura a < -
3. VOWELS
Name  Short Long Nunation
fatha a’ al an Z/C
damma u’l U un =
kasra i_ ] = in _
alif khanjariyya  a !

4. MISCELLANEOUS

sukun (JJS dars).

Marks the absence of a vowel after a consonant.

Not transcribed

Marks doubling of a consonant. Vowel markers are written above or

v da

shadda . below shaddarather than above or below the letter (ZZ2). Transcribed
as double consonant (u»l;:x; mudarris).

Hamza is written with dif-
ferent “chairs” depending on
surrounding vowels and its
position in the word.

Hamza in the form of ¢ does
not connect to surrounding
letters.

The letters s and (s only
occur in word-final position.
In words with possessive pro-
nouns they transform to =
and L respectively.

The U in Cis silent.

Alif khanjariyya is only used
in the words AJJ\, J/Q’ [ia,

. |
oda and 3. Usually not
printed even in voweled text.

Sukun and shadda are only
printed in voweled text.
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